Neighborhood Master Plan for the
GuilderlandCenterHamlet

Public Meeting: May 7, 2009

The Town of
GUILDERLAND

Funding Provided by the
Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC)
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StudyAdvisoryCommittee

Reverend Allen Jager, Helderberg Reformed Church
Cathy Barbar, Guilderland School Board
Barbara Fraterrigo, Guilderland School Board
Martha Whitney, Resident, Guilderland Center
Susan Weeks, Resident, Guilderland Center
Diane Meeusen, Guilderland School Board
Steve Feeney, Schenectady County
Jan Weston, Town of Guilderland
Don Csaposs, Town of Guilderland
Mike Wyatt, NYSDOT - Planning
Bill Anslow, Albany County DPW



ProjectConsultants

Behan Planning and Design
e Michael Welti, AICP
* Melissa Barry, AICP

Capital District Transportation
Committee (CDTC)

e Chris O'Neill

« Sree Nampoothiri, AICP

Creighton Manning Engineering
« Mark Sargent, P.E.

e Mark Nadolny



Tonights Agenda

* Presentation
e Group Discussion

e Group
Presentations




ProjectBackground




ProjectGoals

Involve residents, businesses & stakeholders
Reduce impacts of traffic

Explore opps. to buffer residential areas
Access management along Route 146
Pedestrian facilities

Streetscape improvements

Architectural/site design issues

Promote a mix of uses consistent with hamlet



ProjectResults

 Neighborhood Master Plan

e Transportation Plan

— Including Bike and Pedestrian Facilities
— Intersection Analysis (School Rd. & Rt. 146)

 Implementation and Funding

2"d Public Workshop — September 2009
Project Completion — October 2009






StudyArea




TheSettinc




“People that the
streets are named
after still live here”







An Historic
Hamlet






Historic, Well!
Maintained Homes






“There used to be ice skating
parties on the creek”

“Some people still use the
creek for canoeing”

BlackCreek

Important Water Supply



Towné& Country
RuralSetting



Scenicviews



Civic
Amenities

e Post Office
e High School

e Keenholts Park






DevelopmentActivity

Pipeline Residential Projects:
e Dutchman Acres
e Mat Farms

Northeastern Industrial Park



Transportation

Truck, Bus, and Auto Traffic
e Speeding
e Noise & Vibration
« Safety Concerns

e Quality of Life

Lack of Pedestrian Facilities



PrimaryStreets

RT 146 School Rd Depot Rd
1.5 miles (CR 202) (CR 201)
e 2lanes « 0.5 mile e 2.5 miles
e 40 mphin Hamlet <« 2 lanes e 2lanes

e 45 mph outside e 30 mph e 45 mph



Intersections

e 1 signalized intersection

— 146 and School Rd

* 5 non-signalized

Intersections



Other Roadwayfreatures

Shoulders

— 146: 1 ft on North, 1-3 ft on South
— School Rd: 3-4 ft

— Depot Rd: 3-4 ft

Sidewalk on one side of School Rd
Crosswalk @ 146 & School
Pedestrian signal @ 146 & School



TrafficGenerators

Transpor@auon

Only Two
Crossings



Traffic Growth

e 8,000-15,000 vehicles per day on RT 146
e Trucks, school buses







Northeasternindustrial Park

2.9 million square feet
« 3 major rail connections

o Approximately 725 employees (2008)






Capacity

 Reasonable segment capacity

« Level of Service (LOS): a measure of quality of traffic
— LOS D - 1000 vph/dir (concern) LOS E - 1300 vph (congested)




Capacity

 Route 146 & School
Rd intersection
congested —
particularly, in the
morning

e Reasonable
capacity on other
Intersections



Safety

* 26 reportable segment crashes in 3 years

o O fatalities, 9 injuries, 1 pedestrian (School Rd)

# of Accident rate State average | Major accident
accidents (acc/mvm) accident rate type
(acc/mvm)

1.55 Rear End,
Left Turn
146: Frenchs Mill - 3 0.75 1.55 Rear End,
Ostrander Left Turn
3 0.68 1.55 Rear End,

Depot Rd 0 0 1.55

acc/mvm: accidents per million vehicle miles traveled

Data from Oct 05 to Oct 08




Safety

e 21 reportable intersection crashes in last 3 years
o O fatalities, 14 injuries

# of Accident rate | State average Major accident
accidents | (acc/mvm) accident rate type
(acc/mvm)
0.36 Rear End,
Right Angle
0.36 Sideswipe
0.36 Right Angle,
Left Turn

acc/mvm: accidents per million vehicle miles entered Data from Oct 05 to Oct 08




Driveways

o Level Of Compatibility (LOC): a measure of
driveway vs through traffic conflict

— A/B/C: high; D: concern; E/F: insufficient
 Need to manage potentially increasing conflict

# of Residential # of Commercial
residential LOC commercial LOC
driveways driveways

0 A

3 A
146: Van Buren-Ostrander 5 B 0 A

10 B




Limited Pedestrian
Facilities



Pedestrian/BicycleCrossings

146 @ School Road
e 152 crossings during peak times

» Peaks correspond with school peak hours
Source: NEIP GEIS






SomeThingsto Considel




AccesdManagement

“the process that provides
while simultaneously
on the surrounding road system in

terms of " — FHWA
Benefits:
— Safety (less crashes) — Improved access
— Fewer delays — Increased capacity
— Fewer conflicts — Better aesthetics
— Safe for bike/ped — Decreased costs

— Safe crossing — Economic vitality



AccesdManagement

Strategies:
e Use service roads

o Limit # of conflict points
(Minimize curb-cuts)

 Widen distance between
conflict points

e Share commercial
driveways

e Use medians or turn lanes
e Use roundabouts



AccesdManagement

Two-way central turn lanes



AccesdManagement

Raised landscape median/ Flush median



AccesdManagement

Shared Access



AccesdManagement

Limited Access



AccesdManagement

Access away from intersection



A
IntersectionAlternatives




Roundabout

 Eliminates delay
 Require no overhead utilities

e Can serve as a gateway
 Significant safety benefits



VoorheesvilleRoundabout



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

e Sidewalks

e Crosswalks

e Bike lanes

e Multi-use trails



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

Sidewalks (5-10 feet)



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

Crosswalks



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

Bike lanes (5-6 feet)



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

Multi-use paths/ tralls



Bike/PedestrianFacilities

Road Diet
Complete Streets

Top: Original road. Middle: After road diet — four lanes
become three lanes plus bicycle lanes. Bottom : mid-

block pedestrian crossing island added in the center
lane.

Photos by Dan Burden from
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org - National Center for Safe
Routes to School (funded by the U.S. Department of
Transportation Federal Highway Administration)




TrafficCalming

Traffic calming in action. Left: bulb outs, raised median, and textured
crosswalk in Oregon. Right: speed table with crosswalk in New Jersey



Streetscape

e Landscaped median
o Curb-side planter strip/ tree belt



Streetscape

o Street lamps
e Historic significance, community identity, aesthetics



StreetscapeAmenities

 Bike Racks  News Stands
 Benches o Garbage Bins



LandUse

o Opportunities for additional hamlet uses?
o Uses/scale appropriate in the hamlet?

* Neighborhood commercial such as small
grocery



BreakOut Groups

 What's working? What is it about the
Guilderland Center Hamlet that you
cherish, and that should be preserved or
enhanced through this plan?

 What is not working? What are your
concerns about the future of the
Guilderland Center Hamlet that should be
addressed through this plan?



ThankYou"

You Can Contact Us At:
Behan Planning and Design
112 Spring Street, Saratoga Springs
518-583-4335
mwelti@behanplanning.com




