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GUILDERLAND TOWN BOARD 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

OCTOBER 19, 2021 

7:00 PM 

    Pursuant to legislation that suspended the Open Meetings Law, the public may listen and view the meeting  

  on Verizon channel 34, Spectrum channel 1303, and Town website (https://www.townofguilderland.org/town-

  meeting-videos) and may provide comment during the meeting by dialing (929) 205-6099, and entering  

  Meeting ID: 810 3251 8973 and Passcode: 265371. 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of Guilderland was held via video conference on the above date at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Barber and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Roll 

call by Lynne Buchanan, Town Clerk, showed the following to be present: 

      Councilwoman Bohl 

      Councilwoman Slavick  

      Councilman Pastore  

      Councilwoman Centi 

      Supervisor Barber  

Also Present:    Town Attorney, James Melita 

Presenting:    John Brust, Delaware Engineering 

           Public Comment 

John Haluska, Lone Pine Rd. Mr. Haluska commented on the Rustic Barn moving forward. He requested that the 

Town put together a conference call soon with Ryan, Lucinda, Adam, and Sean and include himself and Supervisor 

Barber.  

John Haluska commented regarding the Cannabis Public Hearing. He asked if the Town had heard if there was any 

community interest in establishing a dispensary?  Could you delay this decision to see if anyone is interested in 

pursuing a dispensary in Town? Supervisor Barber stated that The Cannabis Review Board would start accepting 

applications after December 31, 2021, when they become aware of the municipalities that opted-in for retail 

cannabis dispensaries.  

Robyn Gray, Guilderland. Ms. Gray called in to ask if the Town was aware of the DEC Informational Memo 

regarding an application to amend the Brownfield Cleanup Application for Master Cleaners on Western Avenue. 

Supervisor Barber stated that the information had been added to the Town's website, and the memo had been posted 

to the Town Clerk's Bulletin Board.  

Regarding Cannabis, Ms. Gray spoke in approval of Opting-Out.  

Gerd Beckmann, State Rt 146. Mr. Beckmann commented that there is no uniformity regarding attending the 

Town's various boards’ Zoom meetings. Supervisor Barber stated that town staff discussed this exact subject, and 

we are working on a more unified approach amongst the boards.  

 

MOTION #149 Councilwoman Centi moved to Approve the minutes of the October 5, 2021, Town Board 

meeting. Councilwoman Bohl seconded the motion, and it was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

    Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

    Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

M I N U T E S 

https://www.townofguilderland.org/town-
https://www.townofguilderland.org/town-
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   Councilman Pastore  Aye 

   Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

   Supervisor Barber  Aye 

 

 

            Public Hearing on whether the Town should opt-out on allowing marijuana dispensaries                

           and/or consumption sites. 

TOWN OF GUILDERLAND   

GUILDERLAND TOWN BOARD   

LEGAL NOTICE   

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing has been scheduled for  

October 19, 2021, at 7:00 PM for public comment regarding Local Law 3 and 4-2021 Town's an opt-out/opt-in 

option for marijuana dispensaries and/or consumption sites.  

View Agenda online: https://www.townofguilderland.org/town-board/agenda/town-board-meeting-17 

Pursuant to legislation which suspended the Open Meetings Law, the public may listen and view the meeting on 

Verizon channel 34, Spectrum channel 1303, and the Town website (https://www.townofguilderland. org/town-

meeting-videos) and may also provide comment during the meeting by dialing (929) 205-6099, and entering 

Meeting ID:  810 3251 8973   and Passcode: 265371.  The meeting will be transcribed and posted on the Town's 

website.     

All those wishing to be heard will be heard.  

DATED: October 14, 2021  

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF GUILDERLAND.  

Lynne M. Buchanan  

Town Clerk  

 

Supervisor Barber opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm.  Supervisor Barber asked if anyone would like to speak 

regarding this matter?  He stated that his office had received approximately 16 written comments. Of which five 

were opposed, and eleven were primarily in favor of dispensaries but against onsite consumption.  

Gerd Beckmann, State Rte 146, spoke in favor of Opting-Out of marijuana dispensaries and consumption sites. 

Ben (last name inaudible) spoke in favor of Opting-In as it would be good for businesses to have the ability to set up 

in Guilderland, ahead of other towns.  

John Haluska spoke during the Public Comment session regarding the Cannabis Public Hearing. He asked if the 

Town had heard if there was any community interest in establishing a dispensary? Could you delay this decision to 

see if anyone is interested in pursuing a dispensary in Town? Supervisor Barber stated that The Cannabis Review 

Board will start accepting applications after December 31, 2021, when they are aware of the municipalities that 

opted-in for cannabis dispensaries. 

Robyn Gray, spoke during the Public Comment session regarding the Cannabis Public Hearing. Ms. Gray spoke in 

approval of Opting-Out until we can see how other Towns that have opted in are affected.  

All persons desiring to be heard, having been heard, Supervisor Barber closed the Public Hearing at 7:22 pm.  
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MOTION #150 Supervisor Barber moved to Close the Public Hearing at 7:22 pm on whether the Town should 

opt-out of allowing marijuana consumption sites and/or marijuana dispensaries. Councilwoman Centi 

seconded the motion, and it was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

    Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

    Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

    Councilman Pastore  Aye 

    Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

    Supervisor Barber  Aye 

  

MOTION #151 Supervisor Barber moved to Opt-out of allowing marijuana consumption sites in the Town of 

Guilderland. Councilwoman Bohl seconded the motion. 

Discussion:  

Supervisor Barber stated that most communities have opted-out of onsite consumption sites. Odor and activities 

associated with onsite consumption sites can be problematic, including driving from an onsite consumption site. 

Supervisor Barber stated that he is in favor of opting-in to allowing retail dispensary sites because by waiting we 

may miss the window of a retail establishment receiving a license to set up a dispensary in the Town and therefore 

will be missing out on tax revenue.   

Councilwoman Slavick requested a survey be offered to the residents as we have not received much input from the 

residents. She stated that the few responses that we have received are not an accurate representation of our residents. 

Councilwoman Centi stated that after speaking with numerous residents and the Chief, she favors opting out of 

onsite consumption and retail dispensaries. The pause will allow us to see how other municipalities are impacted, 

get a feel for it, and hear from our residents. We could always opt-in at a later date. The Marijuana Regulation and 

Taxation Act explains how revenue is shared between the State, County, and local municipalities. She stated that 

history shows an increase in motor vehicle accidents regarding impaired drivers. Currently, there is no onsite 

impaired driver testing, and studies show an 8 point drop in IQ for adolescents.  On the positive side, there is a 

testing mechanism in the works for roadside testing of possible impaired driving. Councilwoman Centi stated that 

she is not willing to base her decision solely on the increase in revenue. 

Councilwoman Bohl stated that the Village of Altamont opted out of both, recently, unanimously. She stated that 

she agrees with Altamont and that we don't have enough information, and she can not base her decision on evidence 

that is not yet available.  She said that the Cannabis Control Board was just appointed on October 5, they have not 

had the time to write the laws and regulations regarding cannabis. She sees no harm in waiting until these 

regulations are written, and in feeling more well informed, there may be the opportunity to opt-in in the future. She 

stated that this local law is subject to a permissive referendum, which means that anyone can contact the Board with 

a petition and have it placed on the election ballot to vote on it. Perhaps then we would get a good sampling of our 

residents.  Councilwoman Slavick stated that she read in the Law that the NYS Police will be disseminating 

information to the local police, but there is no timeline for that sharing of information.  She said that additional 

training will be needed at the local level and asked if we would need a drug recognition expert in our police 

department?  

Councilman Pastore stated a decision should not be based on revenue only, he added that locations would need to be 

cleared through the Zoning Board or at least with input from the Town Board.  
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A discussion amongst Board Members took place clarifying the wording and meaning of the Motion made by the 

Supervisor.  

The Board discussion ended, and the motion  was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

     Councilwoman Bohl  Nay 

   Councilwoman Slavick  Nay 

   Councilman Pastore  Aye 

   Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

   Supervisor Barber  Aye 

  

MOTION #152 Councilwoman Bohl moved to Opt-out of allowing marijuana retail dispensaries in the Town 

of Guilderland. Councilwoman Centi seconded the motion, and it was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

   Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

   Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

   Councilman Pastore  Nay 

   Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

   Supervisor Barber  Nay 

Councilman Pastore requested a survey be sent out for the benefit of future consideration whether or when the Town 

will opt-in to onsite consumption and retail dispensaries. A survey may be of help for current and future Town 

Board members to bring in the community and get their ideas, and to receive the great thoughts and consideration of 

the residents of our Town which may help us in the future.  

            Agenda 

 

Agenda Item #1 discussion: Supervisor Barber stated that this item is to consider adopting a resolution under the 

State Environmental Quality Review Act declaring that the proposed action is a Type I action and the 

Town Board is the lead agency for the proposed application under the Water Infrastructure Improvement Act to 

install a greensand filtration system at the Town's drinking water wells.  He said that if this is adopted tonight, then 

in 30 days, we will make the SEQR determination as stated in NYS Town Law 202a. At the November 4, 2021 

meeting, a Special Town Board meeting will be scheduled for 30 days from tonight and before the application 

deadline of November 22, 2021.   

 

John Brust from Delaware Engineering spoke regarding this item. He said that this is the second time he is seeking 

a WIIA grant, the first being the Rotterdam/Guilderland water connection completed three years ago.  He said that 

this WIIA grant is capped at three million dollars. He added that the Town utilizes about 1 billion gallons of water 

annually. Approximately 80% of that water comes from the Watervliet Reservoir, 10% from The City of Albany, 

and only 10% from our current wells. If approved then by constructing this greensand filtration system, we could 

take the iron out of the groundwater, thus utilizing the available groundwater, and save the Town money. This 

greensand filtration system would treat up to one million gallons daily.  

 

Supervisor Barber asked for clarification as to where the three wells are located currently? John answered that 

they're located close to each other by the Water Department. He added that they might be so close to one another 

that we may need to drill another well further away to get the maximum amount of water.  A benefit of the location 

is that there is easy access to the sewer system for the backwashing of the greensand oxidation filtration system 

filters. 
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Councilwoman Bohl asked if this system would make all three wells operatable?  John answered that due to the 

high iron content of the two wells, future testing would need to be done. The engineering report will include current 

water sources and analyze whether it might be feasible and prudent to drill a new well.  

 

Councilwoman Centi asked to clarify that this grant only funds up to three million or 60% of the project? John 

answered yes, the cost of the system will be in the three to four million dollar range. It depends on whether an 

additional well will need to be put in and set up.   

 

Councilwoman Centi asked where the additional funds would come from if the project comes in more than the grant 

funding? The grant is for 60%, and Town funds would cover the other 40%. Whether through a reserve fund, ARPA 

funds, or funds generated by a bond, all of which do not need to be decided on tonight.  

 

Councilwoman Slavick asked for clarification regarding the timeline of the cost of the project and the grant 

application process? John said that tonight the Board is officially receiving the long Environmental 

Assessment Form Part 1, and you will declare by Resolution your intent to act as the lead agency.  Those documents 

will be circulated to other agencies that are involved with the project.  At the November 4, 2021 Town 

Board meeting, the engineering report will be reviewed and accepted, at which point a special Town Board Meeting 

will be scheduled for November 19, 2021.  

 

Councilman Pastore asked if this project is pursued, it would be more of a necessity for wells one and three? 

John stated that well number one produces 800 gal/minute and is not used. Well number two produces 120 

gal/minute, and well number three produces 500 gal/minute. Our job will be to figure out which well will be 

connected to the greensand filtration system.  

 

Councilman Pastore asked what the status of well number two? John stated that well number two is currently 

‘sufficiently operational’.  

 

Councilman Pastore asked if bringing in well number one and well number three would that upgrade the operational 

status of well number two? John said that is correct.  

 

Supervisor Barber asked if Delaware Engineering had any concerns regarding private wells in that area if all three 

wells come back online? John stated that when wells are pump tested, nearby residents' wells and groundwater 

levels are monitored. Wetlands are also observed.  

 

Supervisor Barber asked if this project is approved, will the water going through the filtration system be 

immediately usable? John answered yes, it would be immediately potable. Not having to purchase water from 

Albany or Rotterdam or treating the water from the Watervliet Reservoir but simply taking filtered water out of the 

Town's wells will save you money.  

 

MOTION #153 Councilwoman Centi moved to Consider adopting a resolution under the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act declaring that the proposed action is a Type I action, and the Town Board is the lead 

agency for the proposed application under the Water Infrastructure Improvement Act to install a greensand 

filtration system at the Town's drinking water wells.   Councilman Pastore seconded the motion, and it was 

carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

    Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

    Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

    Councilman Pastore  Aye 

    Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

    Supervisor Barber  Aye 

Agenda Item #2 discussion. Supervisor Barber stated that this is for an approximately 120-acre parcel zoned 

Abandoned Agricultural and is made up of mostly wetlands.  Town Attorney Melita stated that the Town had 

previously misclassified the acreage. The Assessor corrected the classifications stating that there are 98.29 acres of 
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unusable wetlands. Calculating the appropriate assessed value of $210,000.00, which is still higher than the 2018 

assessed value of $189,000.00   

 

 

 

MOTION #154 Councilwoman Slavick moved to Consider approving the proposed settlement of the tax 

certiorari proceeding for 2019 and 2020 for a 120.50-acre parcel, zoned Abandoned Agricultural, and located 

at the end of Vosburgh Road, with a potential refund of $1,541.49 as recommended by the Assessor. 
Councilwoman Bohl seconded the motion, and it was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

    Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

    Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

    Councilman Pastore  Aye 

    Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

    Supervisor Barber  Aye 

MOTION #155 Councilman Pastore moved to Consider adopting the NYS Retirement resolution establishing 

the standard workday for Elizabeth Lott. Councilwoman Bohl seconded the motion, and it was carried by the 

following roll call vote: 

    Councilwoman Bohl  Aye 

    Councilwoman Slavick  Aye 

    Councilman Pastore  Aye 

    Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

    Supervisor Barber  Aye 

 

Agenda Item #4 discussion:  Supervisor Barber stated that the Traffic Safety Committee voted to recommend the 

installation of stop signs at the following intersections: Willow Street and Edgewood Street, Ridgewood Circle at 

Woodscape Drive, and Top Ridge Drive at Woodscape Drive.  

 

Councilwoman Slavick, a member of the Traffic Safety Committee, stated that the stop sign on Edgewood was 

added to assist residents making a left or right turn on to Willow. The stop signs on Woodscape Drive were 

necessary but installation was overlooked, which has now been corrected.  

 

MOTION #156 Councilwoman Slavick moved to Consider authorizing the placement of stop signs at 

intersections as noted in the Traffic Safety Committee's memorandum. Councilwoman Bohl seconded the 

motion, and it was carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

      Councilwoman Bohl - Aye, commended the Traffic Safety Committee 

chairman Curtis Cox, and all members including Pat Slavick.  They held a very long meeting and were extremely 

thorough in making these decisions. Thank you for your commitment.  

      Councilwoman Slavick - Aye, thank you to all the members of the Committee, 

including Chairman Cox and the highway department.  

      Councilman Pastore - Aye, thanked the Traffic Safety Committee and a special 

thank you to Patricia Slavick for her dedication and devotion to that committee.  Councilman Pastore added that if 

residents have further concerns with certain intersections or Town streets to please reach out to the Committee, any 

Town Board member, and to Supervisor Barber. It is with certainty that the Committee will continue in its earnest 

and worthwhile efforts to improve the safety of Town residents.  

    Councilwoman Centi  Aye 

    Supervisor Barber  Aye 
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Supervisor's Updates 

 

Drug Take-Back Day-Saturday, October 23 (10am-2pm) at Guilderland Library 

• Pet medications will also be accepted.  

• Remove labels. 

• No needles or syringes will be accepted.  

Highway Department's leaf vacuuming program 

Rake leaves to the edge of the lawn, do not rake into roadways or storm drains.  

  

MOTION #157 Supervisor Barber moved to Adjourn the Town Board meeting of October 19, 2021, at 8:22 pm. 

Councilwoman Centi seconded the motion, and it was carried unanimously.  

  

         Respectfully Submitted by,  

 

         Lynne M. Buchanan 

         Town Clerk 


